Dear editor,

The COVID-19 pandemic has imposed unprecedented consequences on the global community with current figures from the WHO (as of June 12th, 2020) estimate about 7,355,981 cases and 416,891 deaths in 215 countries-- making this the largest pandemic in human history.[@bib1] Although the pandemic has rapidly spread globally, the least affected region of the world are the Islands of the South Pacific, which have remained relatively unscathed. According to recent data compiled by John Hopkins University, amongst the twelve countries currently without a single registered case of COVID-19, ten are in the South Pacific region (Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu). Although many have cited the remoteness of Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs), especially from major epicenters of the pandemic (Europe, East Asia, North America), as a major factor for this insulation, it should be mentioned that PICTs were among the earliest to take proactive steps and initiatives to curb the pandemic.

In the last quarter of 2019, PICTs witnessed the re-emergence of measles, with outbreaks declared in Samoa, Tonga, Fiji and American Samoa, and cases reported in Kiribati. In response, PICTs made serious efforts to close immunity gaps in their populations and strengthen infectious disease prevention, surveillance and response systems. As reports of the coronavirus accrued in China, PICT governments drew on the experience and lessons from tackling the immediate measles outbreak, regional governments were prompt to prepare contingency plans in anticipation of COVID-19. Additionally, the WHO in the Pacific coordinated with humanitarian and development partners including key regional players such as Australia, New Zealand, and The Pacific Community (SPC), to support and guide Pacific Island countries in preparedness, surveillance, and response activities and supply of personal protective and medical equipment required for health care facilities.

With COVID-19 declared a pandemic on 11th March 2020, the priority of PICT governments was isolating their countries from the disease. This was manifested through complete border shutdowns and strict travel restrictions. Additionally, national emergencies were declared by several PICTs including Samoa, Kiribati, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands and Tonga. As of June 12th, 2020, only four PICTs (Papua New Guinea, Fiji, French Polynesia, and New Caledonia) have recorded positive COVID-19 cases, with 104 total confirmed cases. Affected countries in the region rapidly responded to contain the virus limit community transmissions. In Fiji, authorities used a combination of early preventive measures and contact tracing of all suspected and identified cases. According to recent reports, 749,359 individuals (85%) of Fiji\'s population were screened for COVID-19 within two months.[@bib2] By 12th June 2020, all 104 cases in the region had recovered with no deaths.

A recent study from the "Imperial College London COVID-19 Response Team" argues that the effectiveness of any one intervention in isolation is likely to be limited, requiring multiple interventions to be combined to have a substantial impact on transmission.[@bib3] Therefore, community-wide surveillance will need to be sustained in addition to social distancing, travel and movement restrictions to help control the pandemic.
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